
Do you know how much notice is required to end a rental agreement? 

• 90-day notice if landlord decides 
to sell the rental 

• 120-day notice if landlord decides 
to renovate or demolish the rental 

• 90-day notice if the landlord or 
their immediate family member 
needs to move into the rental 

• 60-day notice if landlord is no 
longer renting the unit due to a 
business or economic reason 

• 20-day notice before the end of 
the rental term if tenant and 
landlord share a dwelling unit

Most fixed-term leases (6 or 12 
months) and month-to-month 

leases have new notice 
requirements.* 

WA state law now requires 
landlords to have a “good 

cause” for not renewing a rental 
agreement, ending a tenancy, or 

evicting a tenant.  

Landlords! Tenants! 

• Regardless of circumstance, landlords 
must properly serve a written notice on 
paper. Landlords cannot tell a tenant 
verbally or through a text message only.  

• Landlords cannot try to force a tenant to 
leave by changing the locks or shutting 
off utilities. 

• There are 17 “good causes” for making a 
tenant leave: non-payment of rent, lease 
violation, repeated lease violations, crime 
or nuisance, shared space, sexual 
harassment, building condemned, 
transitional housing, overstayed lease, not 
on the lease, false application, sex 
offender, landlord no longer renting at all, 
landlord needs place for self or family, 
landlord is selling, renovations, or landlord 
plans to make rental into a condo.

LEARN MORE AT: 

www.WashingtonLawHelp.org  
www.HousingSolutionsNetwork.org/stay-housed 

*Some rental agreements are exempt from these requirements. Even if the new “good cause” law does not apply, 
landlords must still give a 60-day notice to terminate a tenancy.
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